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Middle School: The Math Review

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the central characters in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

As the bell rings for 
the star t  of  th i rd 
period at Washington 
Middle School, Jack 
Pantera announces to 
h i s  e i g h t h - g r a d e 
class, “Today we’ll be 
doing a math review 
for the state mastery 
test next week.” The 
room fills with groans 
and sighs. Mr. Pan-
tera understands the 
students’ reaction, 
but he also realizes 
the importance of this 
test. Last year Washington Middle School did not meet its annual goals for math, with only 
27% of the eighth graders in the district performing at the proficiency level.

“Come on, everyone, we’re going to make this fun,” he explains. “I’ve assigned all of you to 
four-member teams. Each of you will be given a set of problems and will first work on the prob-
lems by yourselves. When everyone on the team is done, you will compare answers and work 
together to make sure everyone understands how to solve the problems. The first team to finish 
all the problems correctly gets a prize, and . . .”

“What is it?!” Jeremy interrupts.

“That’s a surprise,” Mr. Pantera replies. “Let me finish. If all teams complete the problem set 
correctly by the end of the period, the entire class will get a surprise.”

Mr. Pantera hopes the prize will encourage students to work together and help one another. 
Some students in the class are very skilled in math, and others either struggle with math 
concepts or have anxiety about math.

While students are working in their teams, Mr. Pantera moves around the room to monitor 
their progress. As Mr. Pantera approaches the first team, he notices Aaron missing. Aaron 
had gone to sharpen pencils and stopped to talk to Ben. “Aaron, this isn’t time for socializing. 
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